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Consider This Program

Episode Date:
October 5, 2019 Episode

On This Show:
Big Joe Clark, CFP®: Managing Partner and Lead Advisor of Financial Enhancement Group

Angi Kinser: Event Coordinator at Financial Enhancement Group

Show Notes:

Topics Include:
e Dr. Paul Ward
e Late on your RMD
¢ |IRA Questions & Answers
e QCDs

Happy October for you that are listening to the show. It's hard for me to imagine that we are there. We
do have discussions over fall. Do not forget your finalized taxes are due October 15.
Dr. Paul Ward who has written several different things and has written for an extended period of time.

guotation from Socrates | think yesterday morning or this morning that essentially said the quality of our
life is dependent upon the questions that we ask. So to help somebody find their purpose. Doc, what,
what questions do you ask them?

Question: | didn't know | was required to take a distribution when | turned 70 and a half. Now I'll be 72
in November. What should | do?

It is more common than you might think. The penalty is 50%, 55, zero of what it is that you should have
withdrawn as a required minimum distribution, but | don’t know how often it’s enforced.
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And the technically under the current code, it's not 70 and a half. It is the year after the year you turn 70
and a half. However, if you do that, you have to make two distributions that year. The first one being
before April 1st, right? So if you caught it and so in this case Cynthia, cause | like names turned 72
realized that she had made an error. You are not alone, Cynthia, do not panic. What you're going to do
is...

Question: | inherited my father's IRA and I'm 25 years old. He was 75 when he passed.

That's important. Pause there. If you die before age 70 and a half or before w what we call the R B D. So
you're used to the word our MD and G that stands for required minimum distribution. Our BD stands for
required beginning date. Right. So he died after the required beginning date. Yes. That means the son,
even though he's 25, is going to take the required minimum distribution based on his father's life
expectancy. So now finish your question. And unless that was it.

Topic: QCDs a qualified charitable distribution for people who are charitably inclined is an absolute no
brainer. And what people commonly miss for one of two reasons, can you use an inherited IRA as a
QCD? And the answer is yes. Provided that the owner, the new owner, the person who received it, not
the guy who died, not his dad, he the 25 year old would have to be over 70 and a half, right? So yes, you
can use an inherited IRA. We've had CPA say you can't use them at all. That's inaccurate. If you as the
owner, the new owner are now over 75, 70 and a half, you indeed can do a QCD. But doesn't matter
how old the beneficiary was. His name could have been Moses, right? If you're 25, you can not use a
QcCD.

New Bill in Senate, will it pass? What does it mean?

We started the program off talking about IRAs and the reason that they're different. We're
talking about IRA investment gains. So are they taxed at ordinary income or capital gains tax
rates?

Do not feel bad if you have a gain. Most things in your 401k and IRA are taxed similarly, right?
Not all, but most are taxed. Similar: long term versus short term capital is no such thing, right?
Well, in a 401k you can actually have a thing called net unrealized appreciation. But, money that
occurs inside of a tax deferred account, IRA, 401k as well as annuities, even if they're not IRA
or 401k driven, in those cases there is no such thing as a capital gain. All money that comes out
is taxed at your marginal rate. That means your highest rate is the last tax dollar that you pay
taxes on.
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Along the same lines are IRA investment gains subject to the 3.8% investment income. The
gains on the IRA are not the way the income goes onto your return, depending on what income
tax bracket you are at. A lot of things get factored into that part, but when you pull money out of
a tax deferred item, just to keep life simple, it is all income, not subject to social security tax. It's
all income and it's all at your last dollar that you earned. It's all taxed at your marginal rate.

Can IRAs be gifted or transferred during a lifetime? Yes. I'm sure he has more degrees,
designations and thoughts than | ever had. | sleep well at night by doing the right thing. Some
people sleep well at night somehow by doing the wrong thing. The answer is no. | cannot do it at
life unless it's during a divorce and the court orders it to be so. A court can circumvent with a
form. So it's really important. Understand IRAs are not under the department of labor. They are
not qualified plans. They do not use qualified domestic relations orders or Quadros. Even when
attorneys say they do. They use a different form. It's a rollover order that comes from a judge,
that a custodian has to accept. It's not a qualified or Quadro form.

The other part was: can they be gifted? You cannot in any way, shape or form. What about if it
goes directly to a charity? It can go directly to a charity only if I'm over 70 and a half years old
and I'm using a qualified charitable distribution. If I'm under 70 and a half, I'm not eligible for
required minimum distributions. | cannot give it directly to a charity without first paying the
taxation and the penalty on it.

Can an IRA be transferred to a trust during a lifetime or death? It never should be transferred to
a trust. We have a case right now where one of our families, and please don't do this if you're
going to work with the financial enhancement group.

Understand there are five critical elements that can mess up your retirement. One is your life
after work. Some people call it retirement planning. What | have found is most people really
don't want to retire. They want the option of not working. That's different. So we call it your life
after work. The second is the annual tax plan that makes sure that what you're doing today is
getting you the most amount of efficiency on that tax return this year. The third is the investment
playbook. How do you deal with the crazy world of trade Wars and Brexits and, and federal
reserves? The fourth is life happens. It's the things that happen that are good and bad and ugly
in life. And then the fifth is a legacy plan. How do | make sure that what happens to me later in
life is what | want to have happen? And when I'm gone, that my heirs get the money that | want
left behind the way that | want it left behind. So we deal with estate planning attorneys that we
have vetted and dealt with for decades in some cases. We know their structure. We know their
process and we can say, “Hey, here's what we've done in the past and here's how it works.”

Well, one of our family's forgot that, went and got an attorney that was referred to her by her
boss, as close to the C suite of a major corporation as you can get and | mean a major, major,
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major corporation. So they're paying a lot of money. The attorney said, all of your retirement
accounts should go to your will, which are then going to be passed to a testamentary trust. But
wrong in both cases in my non-legal, not an attorney, not playing one on radio or TV, nor even
at home. But you know, | am going to tell her, “Hey, this is what it means and if the attorney
really wants me to make your 401k (she's not married), I'm the beneficiary to be your
testamentary trust. He's going to have to put that in writing because your kids are going to
probably sue him, not me. | don't want to be in the middle of that.” We use trust for IRAs.
They're very specialized trusts and all it does is accept the required minimum distribution. Then
that is distributed to your beneficiaries. I'm a big fan of them. | use them all of the time. But they
are separate standalone items just for your tax deferred accounts.

Can IRA's change ownership during a lifetime? That would be the same thing as making a gift.
Whoever owns it, owns it. So IRA does stand for individual retirement arrangement. Notice it
doesn't say joint couple retirement arrangement. That'd be different initials. My Roth IRA is
mine. My wife’s is hers and she can't give me hers and | can't give her mine, unless we die and
then as a spouse we can do that. Or you know, something happened and we get a divorce, the
judge can order that too to occur. Other than that, the answer is no.

Can IRA equity be tapped into the same way? Home equity can be tapped into? Absolutely not.
Publication 590, which is the guidelines for all IRAs, strictly says that if you pull money out as a
loan, bad things can happen. You can borrow money from a 401k plan if the plan document
allows. Can you ever do that on an IRA that said once every 365 days? Though | strongly
discouraged this course of action, once every 365 days (not a calendar year), you can pull
money out of an IRA and if you replace it within 60 days, you’re okay. But more often than not,
we see a problem and if you use the money, the IRS does not have a sense of humor. If you do
not get it back in until the 61st day, count on full taxation. And if you're under 59 and a half, a full
10% penalty.

Disclaimer: Joseph Clark is a Certified Financial Planner™ and the Managing Partner of Financial Enhancement Group, LLC an
SEC Registered Investment Advisor. He is the host of “Consider This” found on WIBC Saturday mornings from 6-7a.m. as well as
three other Indiana-based radio stations. Joe has served as an Adjunct Assistant Professor at Purdue University where he taught
the capstone course for a degree in Financial Counseling and Planning.

Financial Enhancement Group is an SEC Registered Investment Advisor.
Securities offered through World Equity Group, Inc., member FINRA and SIPC, a Registered Investment Advisor.

Investment Advisory services offered through Financial Enhancement Group (FEG) or World Equity Group. FEG is not owned or
controlled by World Equity Group.

Joseph Clark and World Equity Group, Inc. do not provide tax or legal advice. For tax advice consult with a qualified tax
professional. For legal advice consult with an attorney.
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